
Popillia japonica 
 

A threat to lawns, woods and 

crops 

 

Plant Protection Service 

Email: popillia@ersaf.lombardia.it 
 

Or to 
 

Parco lombardo della Valle del Ticino 

Via Isonzo 1  

Pontevecchio di Magenta (MI) 

Email: popillia@parcoticino.it 

MONITORING   

In monitoring, is fundamental to de-

tect the spread of the insect in our 

territory and understand its behaviour. 

Monitoring is car-

ried out by the 

Plant Protection 

Service in col-

laboration with 

the Ticino Park 

authorities. In ad-

dition to visual 

surveys, the pres-

ence of P. japon-

ica is verified us-

ing specially de-

signed traps 

baited with at-

tractants. 

 

CONTROL MEASURES 

In addition to monitoring, with an eye 

to carrying out programs of eradica-

tion and/or containment of Popillia 

japonica, obligatory plant protection 

measures are envisioned to prevent 

and/or reduce the spread of the 

adults and the consequent infestation 

of new habitats.  

Plant protection measures are ap-

plied with priority to airports and nurs-

eries that sell plant species that are 

potential hosts of Popillia japonica  

 

THE FIGHT 

In the case in which treatments be-

comes necessary to contain larvae 

and adults, the Plant Protection Ser-

vice will provide all the necessary in-

dications. 

For more information and indications, 

contact the following addresses : 

Example of trap 
Please, help us to contain this 

insect and limit the damage it 

can cause. 

In collaboration with 

In collaboration with 

 

DO NOT TAKE OR MOVE THE TRAPS 

 

The traps are powerful attractants and should not 

be used for control purposes without the 

supervision of the Plant Protection Service. 

http://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi55pKn87zJAhWCDw8KHf_uBncQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Frealtofantasia.blogspot.com%2F2014%2F08%2Flattenzione-e-un-simbolo.html&psig=AFQjCNGMHmzxYiccr_9_SU6U8kI5cJ0G6g&us


DESCRIPTION 

Popillia japonica Ne-

wman (Coleoptera Ru-

telidae) ) is a species of 

beetle originating in 

Japan, but it is present 

in other countries as 

well, including the 

United States. In Europe 

it had been identified 

only in the Azores 

(Portugal), but had not been spotted 

in continental Europe prior to its re-

cent appearance, during the summer 

of 2014, in some townships of the 

northern portion of the Ticino River 

valley. Because of the important eco-

nomic damage it can wreak, Popillia 

japonica is classified by the Plant Pro-

tection regulations as a quarantine 

pest.  
 

NUTRITION AND 

DAMAGE 

The larvae infest 

lawns and mead-

ows, consuming 

plant roots. Adults 

are polyphagous, 

voraciously at-

tacking weeds, crops, ornamental 

plants and woodland growth, caus-

ing defoliations and destroying the 

plants and flowers. Adults can feed 

on almost 300 plant species, but the 

most serious damage is suffered by a 

restricted number of plants. Among 

the most vulnerable are: maple, wis-

teria, rose, bramble, linden, elm, corn, 

apple, peach, soy and grapevines. 

Popillia japonica 

HOW TO RECOGNIZE IT 

Adults are about 10 mm long on aver-

age, and are a metallic green with 

bronze reflections on the back.  

They can be identified thanks to 12 

tufts of white hairs (5 on the sides of 

the abdomen and 2 larger ones to-

wards the bottom end).  

The presence of these white tufts al-

low positive identification and distin-

guish Popillia japonica from the na-

tive Italian species of beetle 

(Phyllopertha horticola) and other 
species of Italian rutelidae. 

BIOLOGICAL LIFE CYCLE 

In Lombardy, Popillia japonica pro-

duces one generation per year. The 

adults emerge from the soil between 

the end of May and the beginning of 

June. Males emerge a few days be-

fore females. Females deposit their 

eggs under the grassy turf. 

The insect generally moves in large 

groups, and the time when adults are 

most numerous is in the month of July.  

Popillia japonica 
adult 

Demage on rose 

ACTIONS TO TAKE 

In case of a sighting of Popillia japon-

ica: 

 Identify the species by checking for 

the presence of tufts of white hairs on 

the sides of the abdomen; 
 Eliminate the insects (photograph 

them first, if possible); 

 Note the plant on which they were 

present, the approximate number of 

specimens seen and their behaviour, 

e.g., feeding/mating; 

 Send an e-mail notifying of the sight-

ing to this address :  
 

popillia@ersaf.lombardia.it 

or to 

popillia@parcoticino.it 


